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Make it your first choice
for certainty.

Felimazole is available in three strengths of 1.25 mg, 2.5 mg and 5 mg, providing accurate and precise management  
of feline hyperthyroidism.

Felimazole 1.25 mg allows a low daily dose and smaller dose adjustments, giving you flexibility in dosing.

Felimazole tablets are smooth and sugar coated, aiding acceptance.

Reasons to choose Felimazole
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In addition, Dechra provides you with an extensive range of resources to support you with individual cases.

*The 2.5 mg tablet given twice daily may be more efficacious in the short term

The Dechra Academy
www.dechra.com/endocrineacademy

Owner sites
www.feline-hyperthyroidism.co.uk

Actual size

1.25 mg 2.5 mg 5 mg

Once daily dosing

1

To aid user compliance For control

Twice daily dosing

2

For accurate dose titration 

3 Different tablet sizes

3

Practice support materials
www.dechra.com/endocrinology

The treatments and doses described in this case study are entirely at the discretion of the author and 
are based on their own considerable clinical experience. It is the responsibility of individual prescribing 
veterinary surgeons to ensure that they comply with local veterinary medicine regulations.

Apathetic hyperthyroidism

Apathetic (or “masked”) hyperthyroidism is reported 
in approximately 10% of cases. The typical signs 
of polyphagia and hyperactivity are replaced by 
inappetence (or in extreme cases anorexia) and 
lethargy, usually with concurrent weight loss. 
Examination and clinico-pathological findings are 
as for the typical form of the disease, although with 
the apathetic form given the atypia in presentation, 
exclusion of concurrent disease is of importance.

The use of free T4 as a diagnostic tool

A reference interval total T4 value is reported in up 
to 10% of all hyperthyroid cats and up to 40% of 
those with mild disease, although this would typically 
be within the upper half of the reference interval. 
Therefore, in those cases with consistent clinical 
signs and a high normal total T4, free T4 becomes 
a useful diagnostic tool as it is elevated in >90% of 
hyperthyroid cases, even those with clinically mild 
disease. Elevated free T4 is not definitively diagnostic 
for hyperthyroidism; false positive results may occur 
in euthyroid sick cats (up to 20% of euthyroid cats 
with chronic kidney disease have been demonstrated 
to have elevated free T4). However, with appropriate 
case selection (strong clinical suspicion, exclusion of 
other aetiologies of the clinical signs) assay of free 
T4 is a valuable diagnostic tool. When a diagnosis of 
hyperthyroidism is made based upon a free T4 value, 
assuming a good clinical response to treatment, 
ongoing monitoring is based upon total T4 values, 
with the standard aim of achieving a total T4 in the 
lower half of the reference interval.

Hyperthyroidism suspected based on history, physical examination findings +/- 
supportive changes on routine biochemistry

Measure Total T4

Total T4 above reference interval Total T4 within reference interval

Approximately 10% of hyperthyroid cats have serum Total T4 concentration within the 
reference interval due to: 

i) Fluctuation from above to within reference interval in early/mildly affected cases                          
ii) T4 suppression due to concurrent non-thyroidal illness (NTI)

If still suspect hyperthyroidism…

Free T4 within reference intervalFree T4 above reference interval

EITHER 

If suspect early or mildly affected case: 
Retest Total T4 2 - 4 weeks later, or when 

more overt clinical signs develop

If suspect NTI: Identify and treat  
(if possible) before retesting Total T4

Hyperthyroidism confirmed

 

Hyperthyroidism likely

 

Total T4 in upper half of  
reference interval

Hyperthyroidism unlikely

NTI likely

Up to 20% of sick euthyroid cats have 
elevated Free T4 concentrations

Total T4 in lower half of,  
or below, the reference interval

Consider NTI as cause of observed clinical signs e.g. gastrointestinal disease, neoplasia

If still suspect hyperthyroidism:

Consider measuring TSH concentration, using canine TSH assay                                                                                                  
(contact your diagnostic laboratory or Dechra Veterinary Products for further information) 

OR

Consider referral for thyroid scintigraphy

Hyperthyroidism unlikely

 

OR

Measure Free T4 and Total T4 in same 
blood sample 

 

Diagnosis of feline hyperthyroidism

For further advice on diagnosing 
hyperthyroidism please refer to the flowchart 
‘Diagnosis of feline hyperthyroidism’ produced 
by Dechra Veterinary Products.

                  Felimazole contains thiamazole   

                  Dechra Veterinary Products Ltd, Sansaw Business Park, Hadnall, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY4 4AS

                  Tel: 01939 211200    www.dechra.co.uk

 

                  ©Dechra Veterinary Products A/S May 2014

Rufus
Apathetic Hyperthyroidism
Jenny Reeve BVSc MRCVS 
Senior Clinical Training Scholar in Small Animal Internal Medicine,
University of Bristol, Langford Veterinary Services

Case Study 1



Feline hyperthyroidism is a lifelong condition that requires 
careful understanding and appropriate treatment and 
management by both vets and owners. 

Dechra makes it easier for you to take control of 
hyperthyroidism through accurate and effective treatment,  
as well as providing a wide range of additional support 
materials to help you deliver the best outcome possible  
for your hyperthyroid patients.

Effective in the home

As a veterinary professional you need to be certain that when 
the cat leaves your practice and goes home its medicine 
is being administered correctly. Is the required dose being 
given? Is it the only animal in contact with the medicine?

Research1 has shown that owners have no more difficulties 
administering tablets than they do liquid medication, and that 
some owners are administering liquids by putting it on food 
which can raise a question around compliance.

The size and shape of Felimazole tablets have been  
designed for easy administration.

With Felimazole the questions are replaced with certainty  
and that’s why we believe that Felimazole should be your  
first choice.

80%
of cat owners giving a tablet to treat  
hyperthyroidism find it either extremely 
easy to medicate their cat, or have an 
occasional struggle but overall they take it 
without fuss.1

91%
of cat owners claim to have high levels of 
confidence that their cat is receiving the 
correct dose when giving a tablet to treat 
hyperthyroidism.1


